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Old murder still eludes police 
Five-years after the body of Wendy Ladner-Beaudry was found, 
police say “persons of interest” have hindered their investigation
Pipeline 
hearings 
under fire
Many applicants were 
denied a chance to speak 
at the upcoming Kinder 
Morgan pipeline hearings
Furry faces 
of the law 
need names
Vancouver police are ask-
ing students to help name 
their latest recruits
EDMOND LU photo
Const. Sandra Glendinning holds one of the new police dog inductees, an eight-week old pup.
By Edmond lu
Vancouver police unveiled their newest inductees to the dog squad – two eight-week-old German 
shepherd puppies.. The police are now 
asking elementary school kids to come 
up with names for the two crime fight-
ers in training.
Starting April 3, the VPD will be tak-
ing submissions from all Metro Van-
couver elementary schools. Two police 
dogs were named in a similar way: po-
lice dog Nitro in 1997 and Diesel in 2006.
The contest runs until April 17, with 
the winning class to be announced on 
April 22. The winners of the contest will 
get a tour of the dog squad headquar-
ters, which currently houses 18 active 
service dogs. 
The puppies will begin their train-
ing, which includes agility and obedi-
ence skills, when they are 12 to 18 
months old. They have already begun 
other forms of training to get them 
comfortable around different people 
and environments.
“The training starts from the time 
we get them.” said Sgt. Ray Wong. 
“Training can be as simple as going to 
the park and doing a little obedience 
routine. It’s time well invested.”
According to Wong the puppies come 
from a breeder in Saskatchewan who 
has bred several of the department’s 
police dogs in the past.
By madElyn forsyth
U
ncooperative “persons of inter-
est” are hampering the investi-
gation of the five-year-old mur-
der of Wendy Ladner-Beaudry 
in Pacific Spirit Park, RCMP say.
“There are a high number of persons 
of interest in this investigation that we 
are still looking to identify,” Sgt. Jen-
nifer Pound of the Integrated Homicide 
Investigation Team said at a press con-
ference Thursday. “We have yet to lo-
cate them and the problem is that when 
we do locate them some of them aren’t 
cooperative with the police.”
It has been five years since 53-year-
old Ladner-Beaudry was found on a 
popular jogging path of the park. Since 
the murder in 2009 there have been 
hundreds of tips  but still no arrests 
made in the killing of the 53-year-old 
mother of two. 
“I can tell you that our priority is to 
identify the motive, to identify sus-
pects and to again, ask for the public’s 
help to bring information forward,” 
Pound said before announcing that the 
case file will be transferred from IHIT 
to the BC RCMP Major Crime, Special 
Projects Unit.
“[The] transition is simply because 
they have the capacity to deal with the 
enormous amount of work that is still 
left to be concluded on this file,” Pound 
said.
Also in attendance was Ladner-Be-
audry’s brother, Peter Ladner, who 
thanked IHIT for the hard work done 
on the investigation. 
“The family wants closure but we 
also want to make sure that no one else 
has to go through the pain and disrup-
tion that we have suffered all because 
someone decided to kill Wendy,” Lad-
ner said. “Now that it’s getting this ex-
tra attention we are counting for this 
new effort to bring closure to all of us.”
Acting superintendent of the Special 
Projects Unit Ward Lymburner said 
the unit is designed for cases like this 
and a fresh set of eyes will help move it 
forward.
“I know that there is a least one indi-
vidual out there that knows what hap-
pened to Wendy here five years ago 
today. At least one,” Lymburner said.
“I know that 
there is at 
least one in-
dividual out 
there that 
knows what 
happened to 
Wendy here 
five years 
ago today.
By ash KElly
The National Energy Board’s selec-tion process for participation in the Trans Mountain Pipeline ex-
pansion hearings is being criticized for 
denying many people the right to 
speak.
The board accepted applications 
from Jan. 15 to Feb. 12. On Wednesday 
applicants were granted intervenor 
status or commentator status. Interve-
nors are invited to speak at the hear-
ings while commentators may submit 
their concerns in writing. 
Of the 2,118 applicants, 400 have been 
granted intervenor status and 452 com-
mentator status. A total of 468 appli-
cants have been denied participation 
outright.
Judith Sayers, a professor of law and 
business at the University of Victoria 
and a former chief of the Hupacasath 
First Nation was denied intervenor sta-
tus but was granted commentator sta-
tus.
“I just really see that this is all about 
economic development,” said Sayers. 
“It’s about getting these projects 
through as quickly as possible and 
that’s why they’re limiting the amount 
of intervenors: so the hearings don’t go 
on forever.” 
Christianne Wilhelmson, executive 
director of the Georgia Strait Alliance, 
is concerned that the process was un-
democratic and denied Canadians the 
right to have their voices heard. 
“Essentially they’re telling Canadi-
ans we actually don’t really care what 
you think about this project,” said Wil-
helmson.
The decisions were made by a panel 
of three board members. Sarah Kiley, 
communications officer with the NEB, 
said the panel looked at each applica-
tion individually and made decisions 
based on clear criteria. If the applica-
tions did not address the criteria than 
they were denied. 
“They may have addressed things 
like climate change or oil and tar sands 
development which are clearly legiti-
mate issues, but they’re not issues that 
are under our mandate nor are they is-
sues that we are identifying to be dis-
cussed during the hearing,” Kiley said. 
Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver 
was accepted to speak as a scientific 
expert and as a representative of his 
constituents in Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
on Vancouver Island. 
“Some of my colleagues, very fine 
scientists got rejected because they fo-
cused on climate,” Weaver said.
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High blood, high money 
DIANE SAWCHUCK photo
Peter von Dadelszen (far left) discusses the pre-eclampsia project with community health workers in Bangladesh. 
Report says Chinese are less politically 
involved than other immigrant groups
By EDRICK DUDANG
Chinese residents living in areas in Vancouver with a high Chinese population are less politically en-
gaged than other ethnic groups, ac-
cording to the city’s Engaged City Task 
Force report. 
The task force began working in De-
cember 2012 to study how to encourage 
public discourse between citizens and 
local government and bump up voter 
turnout.  They presented city council 
with their final report on April 2.
The report did not explain the high 
level of Chinese disengagement, but 
the city has made it a priority to en-
gage the Chinese immigrant communi-
ty, for example by hosting events that 
cater to the Chinese community and by 
reaching out to Chinese media, such as 
Fairchild Radio.  
Langara Chinese language instruc-
tor Huimin Lin said the language bar-
rier can discourage engagement. 
Lin said many Chinese people move 
to areas with high concentrations of 
Chinese residents in order to avoid 
learning a new language and feeling 
“awkward” in their new home. “Learn-
ing English is quite a difficult thing to 
do. It would take years and years for 
them to be able to have a simple con-
versation.”
The city’s task force was created in 
part because of the abysmally low vot-
er turnout of 35 per cent in the 2011 mu-
nicipal elections. According to the re-
port, the task force hopes to raise that 
number to 55 per cent for the municipal 
elections in November.
Lin said Chinese voter turnout could 
be increased by providing translations 
of political candidates’ profiles and 
platforms, since many Chinese resi-
dents do not know who they are voting 
for and are therefore not inclined to 
vote. “They don’t know what to do. It’ll 
be their first experience to vote in Can-
ada,” Lin said. 
She added that translators should be 
present at voting stations to answer 
questions and help immigrant voters 
feel more comfortable. 
“Chinese people do not like to get in-
volved in public affairs, not only here in 
Canada but also in China. They care 
about their family and friends. But for a 
bigger society, they don’t care as 
much.” 
	 Develop specific 
strategies for en-
gaging under-repre-
sented groups
	 Promote the 
3-1-1 city-services 
hotline, with a 
focus on non-
English-speaking 
communities
	 Invest more in 
public engagement 
resources
	 Expand and im-
prove the distribu-
tion of notification 
mailouts
	 Develop an evalu-
ation criteria for 
online tools
	 Support Com-
munity and Cultural 
Spaces
	 Pilot a neighbour-
hood liaison posi-
tion to assist neigh-
bourhoods with a 
high proportion of 
newcomers and 
new immigrants
	 Increase the 
number of “positive 
cues” to encourage 
voting
	 Target voter regis-
tration
	 Community bulletin 
boards
	 Investigate extend-
ing voting rights 
to permanent 
residents
Source: Vancouver Mayor’s 
Engaged City Task Force 
Final Report
CITY’S
priorities
By ERIN BOE
T
he Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion recently added $1.5 million 
to their now nearly $26-million 
investment in a UBC initiative 
that trains healthcare workers in re-
mote areas to identify and treat women 
at risk of pre-eclampsia.
Pre-eclampsia is high blood pressure 
during pregnancy and is one of the 
leading causes of maternal death 
worldwide. It kills 76,000 mothers and 
500,000 infants annually.
This newest contribution by the 
Gates Foundation will help expand the 
project to Mozambique. It’s underway 
in Nigeria, Pakistan and India. 
Peter von Dadelszen, a UBC profes-
sor of obstetrics, leads the project with 
the hopes of improving diagnosis and 
care for pregnant women.
“The fatal complications of pre-ec-
lampsia are usually preventable,” says 
Von Dadelszen. 
“Too many 
deaths in Asia and 
Africa are because 
women are arriv-
ing at hospital hav-
ing already suf-
fered strokes or 
lost their baby. 
“We can prevent 
this with training, 
community educa-
tion and technolo-
gy.” 
UBC researchers recently collabo-
rated on the project to develop a mobile 
phone app that detects pre-eclampsia 
symptoms. 
The app collects data that helps 
health professionals make decisions 
about treatment and medication.  It can 
also help caregivers arrange for emer-
gency transportation to a hospital. 
The app is more than 85 per cent ac-
curate at identifying women who are at 
an increased risk of developing a fatal 
complication of pre-eclampsia, accord-
ing to findings published in January. 
The app uses the Phone Oximeter, a 
device that attaches to a patient’s fin-
gertip to measure the amount of oxy-
gen in the patient’s blood.
Afterward, the oximeter relays that 
data to a mobile phone, tablet or laptop 
to be used in making a diagnosis.
Dadelszen believes these initiatives 
can improve treatment of other chronic 
and acute respiratory diseases, which 
affect 2.7 million people worldwide.
“The findings of this trial may be as 
pertinent in rural and remote Canada 
as they will be throughout less devel-
oped countries,” said von Dadelszen. 
 “This is great recognition by the 
Gates Foundation of this vital global 
partnership. Its legacy . . . will be 
counted in the thousands of women’s 
and infants’ lives saved.” 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation adds $1.5 million to 
UBC research project for maternal health in Mozambique
PETEr von 
dadElszEn
UBC professor of 
obstetrics
“TransLink 
has been 
histori-
cally one 
of the more 
wasteful 
organi-
zations 
funded by 
taxpayers
JORDAN BATEMAN
SPOKESPERSON 
FOR CANADIAN 
TAXPAYERS 
FEDERATION
What is TransLink going to do with a $49-million suplus?
Service banks more than 5 times its 2012 surplus this year
By KARLY BLATS
TransLink’s reported $48 million surplus in 2013 reflects a much-needed belt-tightening for the 
“wasteful organization,” a taxpayers’ 
advocacy group said. 
The surplus was reported Thursday 
in TransLink’s year-end performance 
report. It is more than five times the 
2012 surplus of $9.4 million and nearly 
1,000 times the 2011 surplus of $52,472.   
“TransLink has been historically 
one of the more wasteful organizations 
funded by taxpayers,” said Jordan 
Bateman of the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation.
Bateman said millions of taxpayer 
dollars are wasted on unnecessary ser-
vices such as the transit police force. 
Cathy McLay, TransLink’s chief fi-
nancial officer, said TransLink is proud 
to have reached such a large surplus 
while maintaining a customer service 
level of 7.6 out of 10, which is similar to 
ratings in past years. 
More than $14 million of the surplus 
was achieved by reducing the number 
of spare vehicles and by cutting week-
end SkyTrain frequency in what McLay 
called part of TransLink’s ongoing pro-
gram of “service optimization.”
TransLink has also been swapping 
out regular buses for smaller, 24-pas-
senger community shuttles. McLay 
said this is part of the regular improve-
ments made every year to “better match 
ridership demand.”
The news of a surplus surprised 
Blaine Barron, a transit user of 23 
years who thought TransLink was los-
ing money.  Barron said he wonders 
where the extra funds will go. Langara 
business student Paul Isapour wants 
TransLink to provide free transit now. 
“Bus passes are so expensive,” he said.
According to McLay, $14.3 million 
will be “embedded into the way [Trans-
Link] does business,” which will allow 
TransLink to continue reliable, safe 
service without any service cuts.
“[TransLink is] a non-profit organiza-
tion. All surplus we have, we want to re-
invest it into the transportation system.”
Students try 
to cram onto 
the 49 bus 
headed toward 
Metrotown on 
Thursday.
This route 
sees more than 
21,000 
passengers 
daily.
TransLink 
recently pro-
posed service 
cuts that would 
eliminate 
the 49’s 
stops in 
Champlain 
Heights. No 
final decision 
has been made 
yet.
KARLY BLATS
photo
Few Chinese 
engage with city
By LesLie Kam
The Langara Oxfam club hosted its final meeting of the school year, and despite some early challeng-
es, the club is looking forward to orga-
nizing more campaigns and increasing 
membership next year. 
The club provides an avenue for stu-
dents to do volunteer work under the 
non-profit organization to help fight 
against root causes of the issues, be-
ginning with women’s rights. 
“We live in a place where we have so 
many opportunities, and when you 
look at all these people who don’t even 
have a quarter of what we have, I really 
think we should help them out,” said 
club member Syed Ahmed.
According to Oxfam, 70 per cent of 
the world’s population living in ex-
treme poverty are women and girls. 
As a branch of 
Oxfam Canada, the 
club does direct 
campaigns with 
the non-profit or-
ganization.
“Oxfam Cana-
da’s big focus is on 
gender issues and 
what we do as a 
campus club is 
look at education, 
advocacy and fun-
draising so that 
Oxfam can provide 
resources to part-
ner organizations 
working to help de-
veloping coun-
tries,” said club 
founder Leilani 
Reum.  
Their most no-
table project with 
Oxfam was the Be-
hind the Brands 
campaign that re-
ceived enough sig-
natures for Pepsi-
Co to agree to a 
zero-tolerance pol-
icy on land grabs. 
Despite having only eight official 
members, Reum couldn’t believe the 
amount of support the club received. 
“People really wanted to get in-
volved and a lot of people have reached 
out to us. We maybe haven’t done the 
best yet to provide an avenue for peo-
ple to do that and we are developing 
that,” said Reum. “It surprised me that 
we had such a presence already, which 
is pretty cool after one year.”
But their success didn’t come with-
out a hitch. 
The club faced many challenges. 
With the amount of time dedicated to 
start up the club, and a busy school 
schedule, members were not always 
able to meet up and productivity occa-
sionally suffered.
But Reum is proud of her team and 
believes the club will only get better.
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Art history students’ collaboration with George 
Pearson Centre on display outside the library
Langara Oxfam club looks 
to increase membership 
and host more campaigns 
in the upcoming year
The second annual Cre-
ative Arts Pop-Up grad 
gallery will be on display 
in main foyer until May 24
GRAHAM McFIE photo
Students in the foyer of the library admire the photographs that are the result of a collaboration 
between Langara art history students and the George Pearson Centre on Thursday. 
By Chris sLaTer 
a vintage Braun cigarette lighter displayed in a space-age exhibit and full-size gowns made entirely 
from delicate paper are just a few 
things on display at one of the largest 
design formation art shows in Langa-
ra’s history. 
The second annual Creative Arts 
Pop-up grad gallery displays works of 
art from the design formation program, 
including art history, fine arts, profes-
sional photography, publishing and 
film arts students, in the main foyer of 
the A building until May 24. 
Collision, the first of six exhibitions, 
will be on display until April 11 and fea-
tures work from 23 graduates of the 
program. 
For many students, the seven-week 
exhibition is a chance to showcase 
their work to professionals in the in-
dustry. 
“We have portfolios and business 
cards. We have invited industry indi-
viduals. It’s a way of getting us into the 
market, by getting [those people] to 
know us,” said Freeman Lam, a design 
formation student. 
“We have drafting, we have graphic 
design. We have 3D models and interi-
or design. Tonight is for each student 
to show off their identity,” added Lam. 
This is the second year that the de-
sign class will be displaying their work 
in the main foyer. 
The exhibition has grown in recent 
years, said design student Veronica 
DeVilla. 
“All we used to have was little booths 
set up in [the design class],” said DeV-
illa. 
Design formation instructor Yvan 
Morissette said the name Collision is a 
representation of the two- and three-
dimensional works that will be on dis-
play. 
“This program is as much about 2D 
design as it is 3D design and it’s a colli-
sion of the two worlds — basically the 
work coming off the page from 2D to 3D 
and how that kind of collides together,” 
said Morissette. 
A collection of the best work from 
design formation students will be on 
display from May 20 to 24 in the foyer.
By Graham mcFie
L
angara art history students, in col-
laboration with George Pearson 
Centre, have produced a collection 
of photographs for adults who 
can’t take photos for themselves.  
George Pearson Centre in Vancouver 
is a home for roughly 120 adults with 
severe disabilities. 
Eight students from the art history 
department volunteered to work with 
10 residents from the centre.  
The collection of roughly 15 photos 
included stills of residents with things 
they liked, such as one resident with his 
plush animals and one resident by a hot 
tub. 
Anne Kristiansen, the acting depart-
ment chair for the art history depart-
ment and coordinator of the collabora-
tion, said the logistics of students and 
residents participating were “perfect.” 
“The theme of it is things that are 
special and inspirational for the resi-
dents,” Kristiansen said. “Many of them 
are quadriplegics, so many of them 
can’t hold a camera, so the students 
came and were the ones that took the 
pictures.”   
The collection was initially on display 
at the centre and has since been moved 
to Langara’s library. 
On April 2, Langara also hosted an 
opening for the collection in the foyer of 
the library. 
 “That was so a lot more people could 
participate,” Kristiansen said. 
Kristiansen believed that the opening 
reception was a success because of a 
brief documentary put together on the 
experience of those involved. 
A documentary was also made fea-
turing the collaboration and can be seen 
on YouTube. 
One resident, Joyce, whose last name 
is not given in the documentary, de-
scribed the “Japanese Lantern Seed 
Pods” photo, which is shown on the 
posters, as significant because its seeds 
are fragile but will later grow and be-
come strong. 
Ron Stedman, recreation manager at 
George Pearson Centre, said in the doc-
umentary that student collaborations 
are always important. 
“Having young enthusiastic students 
in the building is always a good thing,” 
said Stedman. 
The photos will be on display outside 
the library until the end of April. At the 
end of the month, the collection will be 
moved to the George Pearson Centre as 
part of its permanent art collection.
Exhibit features 
student collabo
Grad 
gallery 
sparks 
creativity
Oxfam club 
looks to 
the future 
“People re-
ally want-
ed to get 
involved 
and a lot 
of people 
have 
reached 
out to us
LEILANI REUM
Founder of Lan-
gara Oxfam club
LESLIE KAM photo
Members of the Langara Oxfam 
club on Thursday.
CHRIS SLATER photo
Design formation student Lynda 
Wylde stands in front of her work.
“Many of 
them are 
quadriple-
gics, soma-
ny of them 
can’t hold 
a camera, 
so the 
students 
came and 
took the 
pictures
aNNa 
KrisTiaNseN, 
aCTiNG Chair OF 
The arT hisTOrY 
DeParTmeNT
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By RENEE SUTTON
V
ancouverites celebrated spring 
under a light pink canopy of pet-
als at Cherry Jam, the kick-off 
concert for the Vancouver Cher-
ry Blossom Festival yesterday.
Unsuspecting transit passengers 
were drawn into the party at the Bur-
rard SkyTrain station by various per-
formances, including Japanese drum-
ming, a Bollywood dance lesson and a 
Haiku poetry reading. The month-long 
celebration of Vancouver’s 40,000 cher-
ry trees began April 3 and will continue 
through to April 28 with a variety of 
community events.
Pedestrians were craning their 
necks to catch a glimpse of the beating 
drums and colourful dance perfor-
mances that brightened up the cloudy 
day. Audience members of all ages 
waved their arms and clapped their 
Blossom Festival kicks off
The Cherry Jam downtown featured many artists and performers
hands to the Bollywood dance lesson 
by Shiamak Vancouver Performance 
Team.
Almost 30 years ago, Peter Kreuk 
planted the cherry blossoms at Bur-
rard SkyTrain Station as a landscape 
architect. Today he is the chairman of 
the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festi-
val and said he uses any excuse he can 
to walk by the area if he’s downtown. 
He said he enjoys the smiles flowers 
bring to people’s faces. 
“It’s nice to have in the downtown 
core; you don’t often have spaces like 
this in an urban environment,” Kreuk 
said. 
Linda Poole, executive director of the 
Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival, 
said the Cherry Jam has become a tra-
dition and is a way to say goodbye to 
winter and hello to spring. 
“We continually open people’s eyes 
to the beauty around . . . because it’s so 
easy to take things for granted,” she 
said.
Andrea Stanley had never been to a 
cherry blossom festival before, but said 
she came to check out the Japanese 
dance performances. Stanley said the 
blossoms represent the passage of sea-
sons to her. 
“The beauty and the history of [the 
cherry blossoms] and esthetic quality 
of them is quite unique,” she said. 
Rosa Catacora, visiting from Peru, 
said she heard about the festival on the 
Internet and was impressed by the mix 
of culture in Vancouver.
Continuing with the Cherry Blossom 
Festival this weekend, there will be a 
Sakura Days Japan Fair at VanDusen 
Botanical Garden. 
It will celebrate Japanese culture 
with performances, Japanese food and 
a Japanese tea ceremony among other 
demonstrations. 
By MIKE HODDER
Audience members will get to sit ringside at a new show document-ing the world of boxing through 
contemporary dance in Vancouver.
The performance takes place today 
and tomorrow at the Vancouver Play-
house.
 The International Choreographic 
Arts Centre is an Amsterdam-based 
dance company that is bringing their 
show, Rocco, to Vancouver. 
Rocco’s set casts the audience as the 
crowd at a live boxing match by seating 
them around a ring elevated on the 
stage.
Dancing and boxing come together 
as one choreographed performance
A new show portrays a 
unique relationship
SUBMITTED photo
Rocco examines boxing through contemporary dance
By LUKASZ JONCA
 
A play about Prime Minister Ste-phen Harper that was dropped in Toronto over lawsuit fears is com-
ing to Vancouver. 
The play, Proud, opens tomorrow at 
the Firehall Arts Centre. It takes place 
in an alternate history after the 2011 
Canadian elections. The main charac-
ter of the play is a political figure re-
sembling Harper. 
The story follows a female MP named 
Jisbella, played by Emmelia Gordon, as 
the prime minister’s right hand, but 
she has her own agenda. 
The play is politically driven and 
deals with Canadian political issues of 
today. It uses humour to get the audi-
ence thinking. 
The original production company 
dropped the play in Toronto due to 
fears of a libel lawsuit. 
Gordon, who has worked in shows 
such as the Progressive Polygamist and 
the one-woman show Dissolve, said she 
is really proud of her latest work in Mi-
chael Healey’s political comedy.
“We are so detached from politics . . . 
I think our government is hoping for 
that, is playing on that. They’re chang-
ing so many laws and bylaws right now 
that it’s actually really scary,” Gordon 
said. 
“The things people have put into 
place that have made Canada so great 
and so amazing, lots of those things are 
being thrown out the window.” 
The play features UBC theatre grad-
uate Scott Button who plays the son of 
an MP. According to Scott, this is an 
important play because it gets people 
conversing and excited about politics.
“There’s a consumer-oriented soci-
ety that’s in place. It’s been easy to be-
come distracted with basically every-
thing, rampant materialism, the 
pursuit of status, things that we are 
made to feel are really important when 
they really aren’t,” Button said.
Tickets for the play range from $25 to 
$40, but will be half price from April 5 
until April 9. Matinee shows on 
Wednesdays will be by donation. 
Harper 
featured 
in satire
A comedy takes a twist on 
reality of national politics
“The beauty 
and the 
history of 
[the cherry 
blossoms] 
and esthet-
ic qual-
ity of them 
is quite 
unique
ANDREA STANLEY
The show is a beautiful, violent mar-
riage of two unlikely genres, said Jim 
Smith, the show’s producer, adding 
that it is a relationship that works.
“The performative aspects of both 
[boxing and dance] live well with one 
another,” Smith said. “The show ex-
plores the art of boxing and how it 
forms relationships.”
 Choreographer Emio Greco, whose 
father was a boxer, and Peter C. Schol-
ten co-created Rocco and were inspired 
by the tenacity and physical and men-
tal preparation both boxers and danc-
ers undertake. 
 During the show’s development, its 
dancers worked directly with an Italian 
boxing trainer to adopt the nuances of 
the sport’s movement.
The 1960 Italian film, Rocco and His 
Brothers, directed by Luchino Visconti, 
inspired the show. 
Visconti’s film revolves around two 
brothers, Rocco and Simone, vying for 
the love of a prostitute named Nadia. 
However, Rocco is not a direct adap-
tion of the film, and concerns itself pri-
marily with the relationship and com-
petition between brothers. 
“The complexity of what it means to 
be male is the social underpinning of 
the show,” Smith said. “What is broth-
erhood? What is competition? What 
does it mean to throw your fist at some-
one?”
Rocco starts at 8 p.m. today and to-
morrow, and there will be a question-
and-answer period at 7:15 p.m. before 
each show. 
Tickets are $35 to $70 and can be pur-
chased at dancehouse.ca/tickets or by 
phone at 604-801-6225.
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Leisure airline set to take off
By EDRICK DUDANG
V
ancouver frequent 
flyers looking for 
more luxury and style 
when they travel 
might be in luck. 
Air Canada announced 
that its Rouge flight service 
will expand to flights from 
Western Canada this srp-
ing.
Rouge is intended to give 
airline passengers a 
smoother experience.
It offers more legroom 
and more carry-on baggage 
storage. 
Air Canada Rouge began 
in July 2013. 
It has services in North 
America, Europe and the 
Caribbean. 
Air Canada Chief Com-
mercial Officer Benjamin 
Smith said in a press release 
that it’s important for Rouge 
to expand into western Can-
ada because Vancouver and 
Calgary are popular desti-
nations. 
He added that western 
Canada customers would 
benefit from this expansion 
as customers living in the 
region can now fly Rouge to 
popular U.S. cities.
“California and the U.S. 
Southwest are favourite va-
cation destinations for our 
western Canada customers, 
and Anchorage is an impor-
tant port of call offered with 
Air Canada Vacations 
cruise packages,” said 
Smith. 
The airline also an-
nounced that with the re-
cent expansion, Air Canada 
would add an additional 54 
routes to European cities 
such as Dublin and Rome 
this summer. 
Another feature of Rouge 
is the flight attendants’ 
unique uniforms, including 
fedoras.  
Their scarves and ties are 
by Canada’s Marie C De-
sign.
 Their sweaters and car-
digans are designed by Cob-
mex Apparel in Ontario.
Langara business student 
Laura McNaught said that 
she’s not impressed with 
what Air Canada has to of-
fer. 
She said that the price of 
the flight is more important 
to her travel decisions than 
what flight attendants have 
on their heads.
“It won’t make much of a 
difference,” McNaught said. 
Langara philosophy stu-
dent Abigail Pelaez is trav-
elling to Europe this sum-
mer.
 She said she turned down 
Air Canada because she 
found a cheaper flight tick-
et. 
Pelaez said she “would 
rather do a 10-hour [lay-
over]” than pay more for ad-
ditional features on a single 
flight.  
Japanese company Sanrio announces two new parterships and introduces a new food-based character 
Air Canada will launch Rouge airplanes in Vancouver this spring
AIR CANADA.COM photo
Rouge flight attendant uniforms include scarves and ties by the Canadian Marie C Design and sweaters by Cobmex Apparel in Ontario.
Members of the Jewish 
community hosting events 
around the city to say 
“chag kasher v’same’ach”
Hello Kitty goes sexy and sporty with a side of egg
Chert61/stockfreeimages.com photo
Matzo, or unleavened bread, is 
traditionally eaten during Passover
Prepping 
for 2014
Passover
By JEREMY MATTHEWS
The Jewish holiday Passover will begin on April 14, and those want-ing to participate have many op-
tions around Vancouver.
During Passover Jews celebate the 
anniversary of the Israelites escaping 
Egyptian slavery by reciting literature 
and eating food evocative of past strug-
gles.
The tradition begins with a ritual 
meal called the Seder, a term which 
means order.
Rotem Tal is a member of Hillel BC, 
a group that organizes events for the 
Jewish community on post-secondary 
campuses including Langara.
He described the beginning of the 
ceremony, where the group reads and 
sings songs remembering the suffering 
of Israelites under Egyptian rule.
Roi Nahum, a member of the Langa-
ra Jewish Association, said that Pass-
over is important for the younger gen-
erations.
“It’s a good lesson for them.”
Tal said there are also foods eaten 
that represent parts of Jewish history.
“There’s bitter herb we’re supposed 
to eat to remind us of our suffering,” he 
said. 
It is also meant to echo the current 
suffering still ongoing in the world.
The ceremony includes the reading 
of the four questions, which are central 
to the holiday.
Seders are held twice in order to 
compensate for time zone differences, 
so all Seders are held in the same time-
frame.
“Usually people spend the first night 
with family, second night with friends,” 
said Tal.
Nahum said that to him, Passover 
means “time off with the family (and) 
good food.”
Jewish student Ben Edelstein said 
Passover was different from the rest of 
the year for him.
“It’s more so taking a break from the 
busyness of your life.”
While many hold their meals at 
home, some Jewish groups are holding 
larger versions open to the public.
On Oak Street and 41st Avenue, the 
Chabad synagogue will host a Seder, 
which will cost $36 per person and will 
include the traditional food and drinks.
Chabad Downtown will be hosting a 
similar Seder downtown at the Holiday 
Inn’s Capilano Ballroom, though regis-
tration for this event ends Monday.
This event won’t turn away those 
without money for registration, which 
is traditional for communal Seder 
events.
Hillel BC will also be holding a Seder 
at their location on the UBC campus.
SHOP.MLB.COM/HIGHSNOBIETY.COM/@GUDETAMA_SANRIO photos
Hello Kitty is now found on a Dodgers charm, Playboy dice and with an egg named Gudetama.
	 More leg room on 
seats
     In-flight 
entertainment App
     iPad rentals 
available for $10
     Complimentary 
food
     Priority check-in 
and boarding 
     More carry-on 
baggage storage
Source: aircanada.com/rouge
Rouge 
features
By CHRIS SLATER
Hello Kitty has made some new friend  — including an egg, a ma-jor sports power and an adult en-
tertinment brand.
Sanrio, the company that owns the 
iconic Japanese cat, recently an-
nounced partnerships with Major 
League Baseball and Playboy.
They also cracked open the identity 
of their newest character — an egg 
named Gudetama. 
Hello Kitty is worth approximately 
$5 billion a year internationally, and 
continues to sell a lot of products to 
consumers young and old around the 
world and  in Canada.
“A lot of customers collect them,” 
said Himeji Hara of OK Gift Shop on 
West Pender Street in Vancouver. The 
store offers a plethora of Hello Kitty 
items, including stationery, key chains, 
stuffed animals and jewelry.
Hara said Hello Kitty is the most 
popular in Asia, and the brand is hard-
er to find in Canada.  Their store sells a 
high volume of Hello Kitty products, 
primarily to people of Asian descent. 
“In Canada more Chinese people 
buy it than anyone else. Since it is 
harder to find in Canada, it means the 
price is more,” she said. 
 “A lot of kids like Hello Kitty, but it’s 
not cheap, it’s a little bit expensive [in 
Canada]. Many adults have been col-
lecting for years. That’s why more 
adults buy it, because they have more 
money.”
Lydia Gan works at Piggy Bank 
Place in Metrotown.  She said consum-
ers remember Hello Kitty from their 
childhood and either collect them for 
themselves or purchase them for their 
children.
“A lot of the moms go, ‘Oh, I had this 
one before’ and they get it for their 
daughter,” said Gan.
Langara psychology student Aidan 
Royea believes Hello Kitty is much like 
any other collectable item: people buy 
it because it holds a certain degree of 
nostalgia for= them.
“I think it’s like a Simpson-esque 
icon, but for an Asian female. As a ste-
reotype, that’s what [Hello Kitty] is as-
sociated with,” he said. 
“Many 
adults 
have been 
collecting 
for years
Himeji Hara
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F
ollowing TransLink’s announce-
ment of a $48-million surplus for 
2013 just a few days after it revealed 
a campaign to reduce bus driver as-
saults, it became clear that TransLink 
didn’t actually want any part in solving 
bus drivers’ prob-
lems.  
On March 31, 
TransLink 
announced its 
“Don’t Touch The 
Operator” 
campaign, which 
encourages 
commuters to 
respect bus 
drivers and 
report public 
transit incidents.  
But the message “Don’t Touch 
The Operator” loses its force when 
you consider that the company 
employing these drivers isn’t using 
that money to ease drivers’ worries.  
Instead of taking preventive 
measures, TransLink presented a 
campaign that shifts the responsibil-
ity to protect its drivers onto its 
customers.  
  On Monday, Ruth Armstrong, 
media spokeswoman for bus drivers’ 
union Unifor 111, said commuters 
must understand that drivers are 
under a great deal of pressure.
“As far as our work goes, our work 
is being cut, our schedules are being 
cut and of course the passengers are 
feeling that,” Armstrong said. 
“Transit security are not hiring 
anymore people.” 
So, at a glance, the union is 
mentioning cuts and commuters are 
becoming frustrated and lashing 
out, while TransLink is achieving an 
impressive surplus. 
Armstrong recognizes that a 
realistic solution to bus driver 
assaults requires the public’s 
participation, but shouldn’t Trans-
Link step up too?  
Instead of pressing for more 
severe fines against those who 
assault drivers, TransLink should 
consider putting more consistency 
in transit schedules to prevent 
commuters from becoming rage 
monsters. 
Bus drivers are the public face of 
TransLink, but schedules and 
operations are as much out of their 
control as it is ours. 
And if investing money into 
operating schedules doesn’t appeal 
to the public transit company, hiring 
a few more security personnel may 
be another positive alternative.  
TransLink is in phase 2 of its bus 
service review and an online 
questionnaire is available to be filled 
out before April 21, 2014.  
Take the time to fill this question-
naire out so that this surplus can be 
used to keep drivers safe and 
commuters moving quickly.
Bill and Melinda Gates’ approach to charity has taught me it’s OK for philanthropy to be dirty, so long as 
lives are being saved.
The Gateses accept that charity is 
a risk. They grant and donate 
money to nonprofit organizations in 
developing 
countries with 
the hope that it 
will be spent on 
people who need 
it, but they 
understand that 
nonprofits don’t 
always keep their 
promises.
However, I 
don’t think this 
understanding 
should be extended to organizations 
in developed countries such as the 
Portland Hotel Society, which was 
raked over the coals last month after 
an audit revealed it had misspent 
thousands of taxpayer dollars.
Last week, the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation granted another 
$1.5 million on top of the $28 million 
they’ve donated so far to a UBC 
research project to improve care for 
women with a condition that causes 
maternal death.
The university will probably 
spend that money wisely, but often 
the Gateses send money to organi-
zations in developing countries run 
by shady governments knowing 
some of it will go missing. 
And that’s OK, they wrote in their 
foundation’s 2014 annual letter.
“Small-scale corruption, such as a 
government official who puts in for 
phony travel expenses, is an 
inefficiency that amounts to a tax on 
aid,” the Gateses wrote. “While we 
should try to reduce it, there’s no 
way to eliminate it, any more than 
we could eliminate waste from every 
government program — or from 
every business, for that matter.”
PHS has done great work and 
saved many lives with InSite and its 
other programs, but that doesn’t 
give its executive carte blanche to 
give itself bonuses in the form of 
expensive dinners, limousine rides 
and Disneyland vacations.
PHS executive director Mark 
Townsend was forced to resign after 
it was revealed he did just that. 
It’s one thing for a government 
official in Ghana to line his pockets 
with World Vision cash, but for a 
person in Vancouver who works so 
closely with the people he is meant 
to help – I just don’t understand how 
Townsend can justify that.  
The Gateses know charity is vital 
to improve the living conditions of 
those who don’t have the means to 
help themselves, even if every red 
cent doesn’t make it into the hands 
of those people.
But I cringe thinking of nonprofit 
organizers in North America 
thinking its okay to take a little bit 
for themselves. 
Local nonprofits must keep their 
hands squeaky clean or people may 
suddenly stop giving.
Enough is enough! I’ve had it with these cats and their plans for world domination. 
Hello Kitty, the fictional feline 
mascot of Tokyo-based company 
Sanrio, is teaming up with Major 
League Baseball to produce mer-
chandise for the league’s growing 
female fan base.
That’s strike 
three. 
You can put 
Hello Kitty on 
anything you 
want, but keep it 
out of sports.
Now, all 30 
MLB teams will 
have their own 
line of custom-
ized gear bearing 
Hello Kitty’s familiar face and the 
Toronto Blue Jays will get their own 
in time for the team’s home opener 
against the New York Yankees on 
Friday.
The New York Times reported the 
Hello Kitty brand was worth $5 
billion annually in 2010 and its worth 
is only going to grow with this new 
partnership with the MLB.  
While the character was origi-
nally created for pre-adolescent 
females, now Hello Kitty’s popular-
ity has expanded to include adults. 
It seems strange that actual, 
functional adults would buy prod-
ucts with a giant kitty on it, but even 
my 50-something-year-old mother is 
a Hello Kitty doll collector. 
I have to stare into the eyes of 
these dolls every time I walk into my 
parents’ room for the hair dryer. 
I was born in Canada, but spent 
much of my childhood in Hong 
Kong, where Hello Kitty was 
plastered everywhere. 
The worst part of it was when 
McDonald’s occasionally sold 
limited-edition Hello Kitty dolls with 
Happy Meals and women of all ages 
— from those in school uniforms to 
those in business suits  — would go 
crazy for them, including my mom. 
You will never understand the 
pain of my brother and I, who had to 
scarf down Happy Meals daily for 
the sake of our mother’s doll 
collection.
The phenomenon is not a mystery, 
it’s rather simple: Hello Kitty is cute 
and even I can’t deny that. 
But get that anatomically incor-
rect cat’s face away from baseball.
OPINION
NIck EaGLaND
OPINION
Graham mcFIE
OPINION
LEsLIE kam
TransLink: spend $48-million 
surplus to protect your drivers
Cute cartoon 
cats don’t 
belong in 
Major League 
Baseball
Charity can be dirty, but that’s no excuse for local pocket-lining
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Eppy Rappaport, owner of Omnitsky’s Kosher Deli, says the increasing popularity of Kosher foods is part of the reason costs are low
Kosher food prices decline
Even with a weak Canadian dollar, this local store reduced prices
Student 
density 
downtown 
“Kosher 
food for 
the last 
20 years 
has been 
the fast-
est grow-
ing ethnic 
food, bar 
none
Eppy Rappaport
By MEGAN BOBETSIS
Vancouver school officials are pro-posing the use of an empty build-ing at Seymour Elementary to ad-
dress the overflow of kindergarten 
students in the downtown area.
The school board will look at the pro-
posal in a committee meeting April 22.
It would be a temporary fix until the 
“International Village” school in the 
Downtown East-
side is completed. 
“All school facili-
ties located on the 
downtown penin-
sula are operating 
at or above capaci-
ty,” a March 28 re-
port said.
V a n c o u v e r 
school board chair 
Patti Bacchus said, 
“We’ve known for 
quite some time 
that the growth in 
school age children 
has been quite sig-
nificant down-
town.” 
The number of 
Vancouver kinder-
garten students 
will increase to 
4,090 in 2017 from 
3,758 last year, ac-
cording to the B.C. 
Ministry of Educa-
tion.
 “School board 
senior manage-
ment really wants 
a couple more 
schools built, but 
they’re waiting on 
provincial funding,” said Monica Mo-
berg, chair of the District Parent Advi-
sory Council.
The new school would cater to stu-
dents living between Burrard Street 
and Main Street, and would be situated 
between the current Lord Roberts 
School and Strathcona School atten-
dance areas. 
Bacchus said having these students 
start at the Seymour building will make 
a smoother transition for them and 
staff when the new school opens.
The report said this plan would allow 
the new facility to open up mid-year if 
necessary, increase space for students 
to provide capacity relief throughout 
downtown elementary schools and be-
gin to establish the environment of the 
new school. 
There are eight classrooms in Sey-
mour Elementary’s empty building, 
with one needing to be converted to an 
administrative office space, and five or 
six to be used for teaching. 
The report outlines some “cosmetic 
changes” that will need to be complet-
ed on the building including painting 
and new flooring and lighting. These 
renovations are said to cost less than 
$200,000.
Bacchus said that expense is consid-
ered minor and would come from the 
regular operating budget.
“It is believed that the number of 
challenges will be minimal and that 
there is potential for a positive impact 
on the current school community at 
Seymour,” the report said. 
Bacchus said the board is encourag-
ing feedback from the Seymour school 
community, but she said so far she 
hasn’t heard any major objections.
By ALI CRANE
Ride-sharing is expanding rapidly in Vancouver, now home to the largest Car2Go fleet in North 
America.
 Vancouver has over 700 Car2Go 
Smart cars in stock, and the company 
has recently expanded its authorized 
area south to SW Marine Drive. 
“Take it. Drive it. Park it.” is the mot-
to of Car2Go, a car-sharing service that 
provides gas and electric powered ve-
hicles to its members and charges 
them by the minute. 
Participants can rent a compact blue 
and white Smart car on a one-way, 
point-to-point basis that includes gas, 
insurance, and parking. 
No one at Car2Go Vancouver was 
available on Thursday to explain why 
the service is so popular in Vancouver. 
However, Ben Edelstein, a Langara 
student studying business manage-
ment, said he started using Car2Go af-
ter the company held an event on cam-
pus two years ago.
“At the time I had my car but the 
whole concept around ride-sharing 
was interesting because sometimes 
you don’t always want to take your car 
downtown but you still want to get 
around,” he said.
“A lot of people want the ability to 
use a vehicle when they need it but 
they don’t want to own one. Car2Go is 
that perfect blend where you can pay 
out of the pocket but you’re not on the 
hook for anything.”  
Stacey McLachlan, associate editor 
of Western Living Magazine said, “I 
think because Vancouver is such a con-
centrated city a lot of people are inter-
ested in it. It’s easier than transit, that’s 
for sure.”
Vancouver’s Greenest City Action 
Plan includes car-share expansion and 
greener transit initiatives with the ulti-
mate goal of making Vancouver the 
world’s greenest city by 2020.  
The success of the company in the 
city results from a growing interest in 
sharing among consumers, and green 
energy vehicles, said Edelstein.   
“Car2Go is great for the environ-
ment because it’s putting less cars on 
the road,” he said.
Recently, the provincial government 
ended a $5,000 rebate for those who buy 
an electric car, despite seeing in Janu-
ary the highest-ever number of pur-
chases.
Edelstein thinks this is bad for the 
green transit initiative but thinks Car-
2Go provides a good alternative. 
“I don’t think people are ready to go 
full electric yet, but Car2Go is a happy 
medium.” 
By LAUREN COLLINS
K
osher food providers say this 
Passover will cost consumers 
less due to industry growth, 
contrary to claims in a recent 
Maclean’s article.
The story on the Maclean’s website 
said accessing kosher products - par-
ticularly dairy and poultry - is difficult 
and the prices will be rising. 
But Eppy Rappaport, the owner of 
Omnitsky’s Kosher Delicatessen and 
Store, said he’s not sure where the in-
formation is coming from.
“Kosher food for the last 20 years has 
been the fastest-growing ethnic food, 
bar none, throughout North America,” 
he said. 
“There are more and more compa-
nies getting involved with supervision 
because the rabbis always go that extra 
mile.”
Rappaport said producers of kosher 
foods make sure to find out where the 
ingredients are coming from to make 
sure they meet kosher criteria. 
Because of gluten and dairy aller-
gies, lots of people are eating kosher 
food because there are tighter controls 
on ingredients, Rappaport said.
 “Because of the growth factor, and 
more companies getting involved, the 
price of kosher foods is actually coming 
down.” 
Rappaport said the prices of his 
foods have dropped 15 to 20 per cent 
over last year. 
This is at a time when the dollar is 
actually a little bit weaker than it was 
last year, he said, which would normal-
ly mean his costs would be up. 
Passover is an eight-day Jewish fes-
tival in spring to celebrate the end of 
slavery among Israelites in ancient 
Egypt.
The owner of the Kosher Food Ware-
house, Steve Hertzman, said most of 
his products are on special and no pric-
es have increased.
Hertzman said the kosher meats and 
poultry prices are going up, but it’s 
“part of the natural cycle.”
Rappaport said, “Beef is up lately, 
but if you go into Costco, you’re going 
to see that.”
Regarding the rumours of rising ko-
sher food prices, Rappaport said, “That 
is the most asinine thing I’ve ever 
heard of.”
Car-sharing is growing in Vancouver, it’s even built into Vision Vancouver’s Greenest City Action Plan
The Vancouver school 
board is struggling to cope 
with a declining budget 
and a growing population 
aLi Crane photo
Car2Go now has the largest stable of cars in Vancouver
Car2Go hits 700 cars in Vancouver 
“We’ve 
known for 
some time 
that the 
growth 
in school 
age chil-
dren has 
been quite 
significant 
downtown 
patti bacchus
Chair of the 
Vancouver school 
board
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An injury opened the door for former pro soccer player Rick 
Celebrini to pursue a career in physiotherapy
A passion for sport health
Golf tour 
grows
When conditions are just 
right, surfers can catch 
waves in North Vancouver
FLICKR.COM/PHOTOS/30691679@N07 photo
A surfer catches a wave on Vancouver Island.
BOB FRID/VANCOUVER WHITECAPS FC photo
Whitecaps FC’s physiotherapist Rick Celebrini gives directions to the team during a practice.
By ASHLEY LEGASSIC
W
here would Steve Nash be 
without Rick Celebrini? 
This renowned physiother-
apist comes with a long list 
of accomplishments that backs up his 
high-profile client list. 
Celebrini is known for working with 
Los Angeles Lakers’ point guard Steve 
Nash, who calls Celebrini a “world-
class physiotherapist.” 
But his fast-paced job doesn’t stop 
there. 
Celebrini is currently the physio-
therapist and head of sports medicine 
and science for the Vancouver White-
caps FC. 
Celebrini said his background in 
sports and an ankle injury in his teens 
inspired his career choice. 
Celebrini saw physiotherapist Alex 
McKechnie after an ankle fracture, 
which sparked his interest in physio-
therapy. 
“I ultimately had a real passion and 
interest in it, and it just developed from 
there,” said Celebrini.
This spark caused Celebrini to pur-
sue physiotherapy as a career. 
He played soccer for UBC during his 
studies, and played professionally for 
the Vancouver 86ers (now Whitecaps) 
for five years after graduating from 
university. Celebrini said coming back 
to work in Vancouver was a “no-brain-
er” for him.
“It’s a sport that I love, and the club I 
used to play for in the city I grew up 
in,” Celebrini said. 
Celebrini’s first major event as a 
physiotherapist was the 1994 Winter 
Olympics in Lillehammer, Norway. He 
worked with the Canadian ski team. 
“That was a fantastic experience. Es-
pecially coming out of school and being 
with an elite group like that and travel-
ing on the road,” Celebrini said. “Just 
the opportunity to really . . . accelerate 
my learning.” 
Although Celebrini’s past experienc-
es have been high profile, he doesn’t let 
that change the way he does business. 
“I enjoy working with the amateur 
U-16 soccer player, male or female, as 
much as I do the NBA basketball play-
er, or [the Whitecaps],” Celebrini said. 
“When we have them in our environ-
ment, they’re all the same.”
By DAVID LA RIVIERE
A lot of boarding happens in Van-couver – whether it’s snowboard-ing, skateboarding or boarding 
cruise ships – but few Vancouverites 
know that you can surf here, if only for 
a few days a year.
Vancouver’s location isn’t ideal for 
surfing. The wind usually doesn’t blow 
long or hard enough to form sizeable 
waves, but a few times a year when the 
meteorological conditions are just 
right, there are waves in Vancouver big 
enough to be surfed. One of the few 
surf spots is Ambleside Park in North 
Vancouver. Last month 40- to 60-kilo-
meter winds brought waves and a mob 
of surf-thirsty Vancouverites to the 
spot.
 “I’ve surfed at Ambleside once or 
twice,” said Sterling Pearce, a local 
surfer. 
But he admitted the waves weren’t 
great. 
“It was more for the novelty of being 
able to surf right there.” 
Like most B.C. surfers, Pearce got 
his start in Tofino, where he caught the 
surfing bug 10 years ago. Since then 
he’s chased waves all over the world, 
surfing in Mexico, Hawaii and Fiji 
where the water is warm. Unfortunate-
ly the best waves in B.C. roll in during 
the frigid winter months. 
 “Here it’s all about storms. The win-
ter season is the best for surfing in To-
fino because you get the most consis-
tent swell,” said Pearce. 
He added that very specific weather 
conditions are necessary to surf at Am-
bleside Park. A post in the UBC Surf 
Club Facebook page suggested that 
those looking to surf the North Vancou-
ver waters should look for two hours or 
more of at least 15-knot wind from the 
west, northwest or west-northwest 
through the Georgia Strait.
Some knowledge of meteorology 
used to be a vital skill for surfers, espe-
cially for anybody wanting to surf in 
Vancouver. Being able to read the pres-
sure on a weather chart could make the 
difference between hanging ten and 
sitting at home eating a lukewarm bowl 
of oatmeal. As technology has ad-
vanced, the study of weather has be-
come less important for surfers. 
“In the past surfers had to be pretty 
on top of things but now you can get 
alerts sent to your phones,” said An-
drew Chad, a 12-year surfing veteran.
“You can go to a few [websites] and 
cross reference them and have a pretty 
good idea of what’s going to happen,” 
said Chad. “That said it does take some 
experience to put them together.”
Chad said he has never been able to 
catch a wave at Ambleside Park, but 
not for lack of trying.
Surfing in Vancouver?
By BEN ZUTTER
Canada is producing more competi-tive professional golfers, thanks in part to the opportunities afford-
ed to them by the Vancouver Golf Tour.
The 2014 tour began in March and 
boasts its largest championship sched-
ule since its inception in 2006. It offers 
professionals and amateurs a total of 
30 championship events, as well as 
newly added divisions for seniors, 
women and apprentice pros.
Fraser Mulholland, the tour’s co-
founder and current commissioner, 
said one of the goals of the expanded 
schedule is to give players access to 
enough events to keep them busy, gain 
plenty of experience and develop the 
physical and mental skills necessary 
for top-tier professional play.
He said having over 20 years in golf 
has allowed him to tailor the tour to-
ward fostering young talent.
“I honestly think Canada, for our 
population size, has got as much talent 
or more from the junior and collegiate 
age,” Mulholland said.
It appears to be working. Recently, 
tour members and graduates Nick Tay-
lor, Adam Hadwin and Roger Sloan 
have seen continued success, including 
full status on the Professional Golf As-
sociation tour.
In a testimonial on the tour’s web-
site, Taylor said he enjoyed every 
round he played on the VGT last year 
and said it definitely made him a better 
player.
Golfers province-wide are exploding 
onto the professional scene, according 
to Mulholland and others.
“B.C. is a hotbed for good young golf-
ers,” said Brad Ewart, director of the 
Canadian Junior Golf Association B.C.
“These pros need a place to play 
when they are not on other world tours 
and when they come home to the Van-
couver area.”
Beyond their interest in organizing 
pro and amateur golf tournaments, the 
tour organizers are also active in the 
Vancouver community. They’ve pro-
vided free golf clinics and instruction 
to underprivileged youth and raised 
money for medical research through 
charity golf events.
The VGT Ledgeview Classic tourna-
ment starts today and the tour’s flag-
ship competition, the Vancouver Open, 
starts mid-June.
“I ultimately 
had a real 
passion and 
interest in it, 
and it just 
developed 
from there
RICK CELEBRINI
Expanded champ schedule 
fosters local golf talent 
